Fundraising for Gingerbread
So you’re ready to get fundraising for Gingerbread! First of all a huge thank you for your support we’re so pleased to have you on board.
Whether this is your first time raising money for charity or you’re an experienced fundraiser, it can
be difficult to know where to start to make your fundraising a success. But don’t worry, because at
Gingerbread, we’re here to help! We’ve got everything you need to help kick start your fundraising
and make sure you reach your target.

How your money helps
There is no limit to how
much money you can
raise, just go for it! Here’s
a snapshot of how your
money could help to
improve the lives of single
parents and their families:

The golden rule:

Relax, be inspired and have fun!

• £36 could help
more single parent
voices to be heard
through Gingerbread’s
campaigns
• £100 is enough for
60 new Gingerbread
members to access
advice, information and
our online community
• £231 could cover 140
minutes of expert advice
and information to single
parents through our
freephone helpline
• £300 could support
30 hours of specialist
back to work training for
single parents.

“I saw the British 10K Run on Facebook
and thought it would be a
great idea to raise some money and
also to get into shape for the summer!”

Chloe , Gingerbread fundraiser
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Five top tips for successful fundraising
1. Don’t be afraid to ask!
You’re doing something fantastic and challenging to support a great charity – there’s no need to be
shy about asking for support. No one will give unless you ask them!

2. Make your fundraising compelling
Explain why you’ve chosen to support Gingerbread’s work. Do you have a personal reason for
supporting our work? Are you part of a single parent family? Do you think the work we do is
important? Is the event going to be a huge personal challenge? Let people know why you – and
Gingerbread – need their support!
People get asked to support charities all the time, so you need to try and show why supporting
Gingerbread will really make a difference. Show your sponsors what their donations will be helping to
achieve for single parent families. Our website (www.gingerbread.org.uk) is packed with information
on how we support single parent families as well as real-life stories from single parents, many of
whom have benefited from our work. Or you could tell them about our work on your fundraising page
or in emails using this short piece of text:
One in four families in the UK is headed by a single parent. Yet although single parenthood
is now a normal part of family life, many single parent families continue to experience
poverty, disadvantage and stigma. People don’t usually choose to be single parents – it
happens, generally lasts around five years and is a time when families need support, not
blame.
Gingerbread is the charity for single parent families. By supporting me you’ll be helping
single parents across the country to receive expert advice and practical support as well as
making it possible for their voices to be heard through Gingerbread’s campaigning work.

3. Ask close friends and family to donate first
A sneaky tip is to ask the person most likely to give you a larger donation to donate on your
fundraising page first – sponsors following them will take that amount as their ‘guide’ and you may
find it increases the size of your average donation!
Time your sponsorship requests carefully - people are more likely to give generously just after payday.
You could get your friends and family to spread the word too – you’ll be surprised at how willing
they’ll be to help you get more sponsors.

4. Keep your sponsors up to date
Whether you send email updates on how your fundraising is going, let people know about
Gingerbread via your Facebook page or keep a blog to chart your training progress – keeping your
supporters in the loop will mean more donations towards your target.

5. Enjoy it!
Set yourself a challenge and go for it! It’s for a great cause and we’re behind you every step of the way.
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Raising money: the nitty gritty
You can raise money for Gingerbread…
Online: through the Virgin Money Giving website (www.virginmoneygiving.com), an easy, fast and
secure way of gathering sponsorship. Instructions on how to open an account are very clear and
once you’ve set up your fundraising page you can instantly share it with your friends and family via
social media or email contacts.
Offline: we have sponsorship forms if you’d prefer to fundraise this way, see pages 6 and 7.

A quick note about Gift Aid
‘Gift Aiding’ a donation means that for every pound your sponsors donate, the Inland Revenue will
add another 25p at no cost to you or us!
If you’re fundraising online, this question will be included automatically as part of the donation
process. Make sure every single one of your sponsors reads the declaration and if they are eligible,
ticks the Gift Aid box.

Remember! Sponsors must enter their home address or the Gift Aid claim will be invalid.

Paying in your donation
We are really grateful for your support!
If you fundraised offline, the safest way to send us your donation is to deposit the cash into a bank
account and:
a) Send us a cheque using the contact details below:
Gingerbread
Freepost, RTCS-TUSY-JSLJ
520 Highgate Studios
53-79 Highgate Road
London
NW5 1TL
b) Make a card payment over the phone by ringing 020 7428 5440.
Please complete the paying in slip on page 5 and send it to us with the cheque so we can say
thank you!

“When I first moved out I really had nothing and was in quite
a dark place. I saw a flyer for a local Gingerbread group when
Rebecca was two, which put regular activities for single parents
and their kids. It really was a lifeline.”
Leigh, single dad and Gingerbread member
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Fantastic fundraising events!
For family and friends
•

Party time – hold a party, BBQ or karaoke night at your home and
charge an entrance fee that will act as a donation.

•

Belt tightening – ask your friends and family to give up a luxury
item from their weekly household shopping and donate the
difference to you.

•

Sweet success – hand out tubes of Smarties and ask your
supporters to start filling them up with pound coins once they’ve
eaten the sweets- one Smarties tube can hold up to £27!

•

Quiet night in – arrange a fun night in for your friends and ask them
to donate the money they would have spent if they went out.

In the community
•

Cash in your attic? – de-clutter your life and hold a sale at your
town hall’s jumble sale, your local car boot sale venue or your
nearest children’s centre, or sell things on eBay!

•

Sell your skills – you could offer to help people with housework,
gardening or child-minding for a donation. What’s your talent?

•

Pack up your bags – you could approach your local
supermarket and help customers pack their bags for a small
fee. We can provide a letter confirming you as a Gingerbread
fundraiser.

At work
•

Matchy-matchy – some companies have a policy of match-funding
money that you raise for charity. Even if they don’t, they might still be
willing to make a company donation.

•

Inside job – publicise your event on the intranet or internal email
system and ask colleagues to sponsor you. Don’t forget to link to
your fundraising page!

•

Sugar high – cure the Monday blues or celebrate Friday afternoons
by selling cakes and biscuits.

•

Dress for success – ask your boss if you can hold a dress down
day at work. Whether you choose fancy dress or just jeans, charge everyone who takes part and
you could fine those who don’t!

Top tips for organising an event
1. Check out for health and safety hazards if holding an event at a public building or space. It’s
also advisable to find out if the venue holds a public liability insurance
2. Some fundraising activities such as door-to-door, street fundraising or large-scale raffles require
permission from your local authority
3. Some fundraising may require participants under the age of 18 to get permission from their
parents or guardians
4. Last but most importantly help the environment and wherever possible organise to recycle
rubbish at the event!
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Paying in slip
Name

Address

Contact number
Email address
Tell us a bit more
about your event

Why did you
decide to take
part?

Amount raised

Sponsorship forms enclosed 					

Thank you!

‘Gingerbread, the charity for single parent families’ is registered in England and Wales as a company limited by guarantee, no. 402748, and a registered charity, no. 230750
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Home address (this is essential to claim Gift Aid on
your donation)

Postcode

‘Gingerbread, the charity for single parent families’ is registered in England and Wales as a company limited by guarantee, no. 402748, and a registered charity, no. 230750

First name and
surname

Sponsorship Date paid

Please read the paragraph at the bottom of the page overleaf before ticking the Gift Aid box*.

Please tick



By ticking () the Gift Aid section, you can make your donation go much further at no extra cost to you. This means that for every £1 that you give, Gingerbread can claim an
extra 25p from the taxman. Most people in the UK are eligible to sign a Gift Aid declaration. Even if you are retired you are likely to be paying more than enough tax on your private
pension, or on your savings to qualify.

I ……………………………………… will be ……………………………………………………………………….to raise much
needed funds for Gingerbread, the leading charity for single parent families. Please sponsor me!

Sponsorship form
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Home address (this is essential to claim Gift Aid on
your donation)

Postcode

Sponsorhip

Date paid
Please tick



‘Gingerbread, the charity for single parent families’ is registered in England and Wales as a company limited by guarantee, no. 402748, and a registered charity, no. 230750

*I confirm that I am a UK Income or Capital Gains taxpayer. I have read this statement and want Gingerbread to reclaim tax on the donation detailed above, given on the date
shown. I understand that I must pay an amount of Income Tax and/or Capital Gains Tax in the tax year at least equal to the amount of tax that all the charities and Community
Amateur Sports Clubs (CASCs) I donate to, will reclaim on my gifts for that tax year. I understand that other taxes such as VAT and Council Tax do not qualify. I understand the
charity will reclaim 25p of tax on every £1 that I have given.

First name and
surname
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Fancy a chat?
We’re here if you have any
questions or want to share any
super fundraising tips!
Email: fundraisingteam@gingerbread.org.uk
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